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A Message from the
Board President
On March 29, 1916 at 11:00 a.m. the first meeting of the Worcester Girls Club House Corporation
was held in the office of Justice of the Peace John Thayer in the State Mutual Building in
Worcester. Twenty-three women with a common vision came together for this meeting. Their mis-
sion was clearly stated in the original Articles of Incorporation. “The Corporation is constituted for
the purpose of providing a place or places in the city of Worcester where working girls of all nationali-
ties, creeds and political beliefs may meet on a common ground to receive free of expense or at moder-
ate cost ethical, educational and social advantages which might not otherwise be open to them under
such favorable conditions…..” To help these civic minded women realize their vision and to memo-
rialize her husband, Mrs. Henry F. Harris gave her home to be used as a clubhouse for the work-
ing girls of Worcester sixteen years of age or older. This was the beginning of the Worcester Girls
Club.  In 1924, assessing the needs of the city’s younger girls and their demand to be a part of the
Girls Club, these corporators decided to invite girls six and up to be members. As with most suc-
cessful organization’s there were many changes that would take place in the years to come.

Ninety One years later as one of the original founding affiliates of the National organization our
mission, a paraphrasing of the organization’s original, is to inspire all girls to be Strong, Smart and
Bold. Today 70% of the girls that we serve are girls of color, 66% live in households with an annu-
al income of less than $25,000 and 49% of our girls live with only one parent.  The majority of
these households are headed by women. While much has changed in our world since the organi-
zation’s inception in 1916, our mission is timeless. We proudly offer superior research based gen-
der specific programming to over 5,200 girls annually. We continue to strive in building strong
community partnerships, reaching out to girls in under and un-served areas of our community as
well as providing programming in the community and in the public schools.

This year our girls, staff and board were fortunate to be part of some very notable accomplishments:
• Sister-to-Sister Summit in partnership with the AAUW, YWCA and YouthNet funded by 

the Women’s Initiative.  Over 80 girls attended the program designed to discuss issues 
facing girls today, moderated by young college women.

• She Votes Program: Over 100 girls participated in an event that sparked local media coverage.
• Taking Steps to End Violence against Women and Children in collaboration with the Rape

Crisis Center and the YWCA.
• Pool Renovations:  Through the generous support of the Albert Gifford Charitable Trust and

The George F. & Sybil H. Fuller Foundation our pool received major equipment renovations.
• Girls Celebration Event:  Through the generous support of Emerson Investments this event

raised a substantial profit that extended gratis camp privileges to many inner city children this
past summer.

• Camp Kinneywood: Construction of 24’ by 64’ pavilion in memory of Orville R. Harrold,
past president of the Providence and Worcester Railroad.  This project was made possible in 
part by donations from the Worcester Kiwanis Club and a benefactor of Girls Incorporated. 
This is the first addition to the camp in over 70 years.

Today, Girls Incorporated of Worcester has entered into a very exciting transition phase, a tran-
sition with a clear mission. Through the dedication of a visionary board of directors and staff cou-
pled with a very sound business and development plan we look forward to continuing to empow-
er girls and an equitable society while counting up to our 100th anniversary and beyond!

Sincerely,

Dean S. Theodore
Board President



Girls have the right to be themselves and to resist gender stereotypes.

Girls have the right to express themselves with originality and enthusiasm.

Girls have the right to take risks, to strive freely and to take pride in success.

Girls have the right to accept and appreciate their bodies.

Girls have the right to have confidence in themselves and to be safe in the world.

Girls have the right to prepare for interesting work and economic independence.

Girls’ Bill of Rights



2007 Program Highlights
This past summer Lincoln House began two new collabo-
rations with the Girls Scouts, to help build self-esteem,
encourage healthy body image and teach leadership skills,
and with UMass Extension, a program that provided
nutritional education to our youth.   

Tools for Teens at Winthrop House partnered with the
Worcester Center for Crafts to help girls ages 12-14
increase their confidence by exposing them to and informing
them of the proper uses and handling of tools such as ban
saws, sanders, and planers.   

A new partnership was developed between Camp
Kinneywood and the Greater Worcester Land Trust -
Cascading Water nature trail. This allowed several of
our campers to hike along with their staff to learn about
the natural environment along the hiking trails.  

The YouthNet Computer Clubhouse provided over 700
girls and boys this past summer an opportunity to utilize
state-of-the-art technology, with an upgrade made possible
by the George I. Alden Foundation.

Girls and boys ages 5–12 from Kids Klub took a day trip
in August to Canobie Lake Park in Salem, NH, to share
time together and celebrate the end of a great summer
program.



The Emma D. Harris Society
The Planned Giving Program of Girls Incorporated of Worcester

The Emma D. Harris Society recognizes those 
individuals who have included Girls Incorporated in 
their estate plans.  The Society is named to honor 
Emma D. Harris who gave her home in 1916 to create a
clubhouse for girls.  It became known as Lincoln House 
and was the foundation of this organization.

Through their planned gifts, members of the Emma D. Harris Society wish
to assure that Girls Inc. will remain strong, continue to forge new relation-
ships and open doors to more girls who need a nurturing and safe place
after school.

Please consider joining these visionary donors and help us guarantee the
financial future of Girls Inc.  For more information, please call the
Executive Director, at (508) 755-6455, extension 11. 

SPORTS & ADVENTURE HEALTH & SEXUALITY

CULTURE & HERITAGE SELF-RELIANCE & LIFE SKILLS

CAREERS & LIFE PLANNING LEADERSHIP

EMMA D. HARRIS SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

Ruth E. Benoit* Diane and Douglas Meystre Ed & Peni Saulnier
Clara DeMallie* Ann Prouty Jid Sprague
Valerie Loring Virginia Rice Sarah Williams

*(deceased)

Girls Inc. offers over 50 programs targeting
six key areas at three convenient locations



2007 Facts and Figures
• A diverse group of girls and young women, between the ages of 5-18, 

largely from low-income families.

• More than 59% of the members served are from ethnically diverse 
backgrounds.

• 5,276 girls whose lives are affected by direct participation in Girls Inc.:

A. Comprehensive Girls Inc. Programming 2196
B. One or Two National Girls Inc. Programs 1170 
C. Workshops or One-Time Events  930
D.  Led by People We Trained  350
E.  Public Education & Advocacy 630

Total Girls Served Annually   5,276



Our Supporters
A special thank you goes out to each of the individuals and groups listed below.  

Corporations and Foundations

George I. Alden Trust 

Allen’s S. Locksmith Inc.

Archie’s Pizza

Red Auerbach Youth Foundation

Austin Liquor Co., Inc.

Bay State Savings Charitable Foundation

Tina Bilazarian, Inc., Realtors

Bob’s Discount Furniture Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Boston Foundation for Architecture

Boulay Donnelly & Supovitz Consulting Group, Inc.

Bowditch & Marinelli Inc. 

Building No. 19 Foundation

Charlotte Klein Dance Centers

Charter Communications

Children’s Friend

Chenot Associates

Mary M. Coes Charitable Trust

Commerce Bank

Citigroup - Smith Barney

Citizen’s Bank

Coghlin Electrical Contractors, Inc.

Commonwealth National Bank

Crown Trophy

Melvin S. Cutler Charitable Foundation

Cytyc Corporation

Fred Harris Daniels Foundation, Inc. 

Dicks Sporting Goods

Dirsa-Morin Funeral Homes Inc.

Ecotarium 

Ruth H. & Warren A. Ellsworth Foundation

Emerson Investment Management, Inc.

J. Irving England & Jane L. England Charitable Trust

Fallon Community Health Plan

Fletcher, Tilton & Whipple

George F. and Sybil H. Fuller Foundation

Albert J. Gifford Charitable Trust 

Girls Inc. National Family Strengthening Awards

Goretti’s Supermarket

Greater Worcester Community Foundation

Guiding Channels Co.

Hamwey Engineering, Inc.

John Hancock Financial

Harleysville Insurance

Hart Foundation

The Richard A. Heald Fund

Robert G. & Elizabeth C. Hess
Fund of the Greater Worcester Community Foundation

Hoche-Schofield Foundation

W. J. Hoey Tire Co., Inc. 

James Hogan

Home Stage It

Honey Farms Office

Intel Foundation

International Ceramic Engineering Corp.

Juvenile Justice

KenWeld Co., Inc.

LaPointe’s Property Management, Inc. 

LLH/LHM Foundation

Metso Automation USA Inc.

Mercier Electric Company

Millbury Federal Credit Union

Mountain, Dearborn & Whiting, LLP

Museum of Science

National Grid

Nypro Foundation

O’Connell Fire Protection

Planned Parenthood League of Central MA

Robert P. Powers Insurance Agency, Inc.

Price Chopper

Project Bread



Our Supporters cont.

Protector Group Insurance

Providence and Worcester Railroad Company

Quinsigamond Community College

The Albert W. Rice Charitable Foundation

Sadick Public Insurance Adjusters, Inc.

Saint-Gobain

Schrafft Charitable Trust

Skinner, Inc.

Spectrum Health Systems, Inc.

Stowe & Degon

William W. & Alfred Taft Charitable Foundation

Tata Repair

TD Banknorth Charitable Foundation

The TJX Foundation

United Offset Printing Co., Inc.

United Way of Central Massachusetts

United Way of Central Massachusetts – 
Women’s Initiative

University of Massachusetts

University of Massachusetts - Memorial Foundation 

Unum Corporation

Wayside Floral Boutique

Webster Five Cents Savings Bank

The Wellness Corporation

Worcester Art Museum

Worcester – Auburn Emblem Club

Worcester Center for Crafts

The Worcester Child Development Head Start Program

Worcester Credit Union

Worcester Cultural Commission

Worcester Housing Authority 

Worcester National History

Worcester Public Schools

Wyman-Gordon Foundation

YMCA of Greater Worcester

YWCA of Central Massachusetts

You Inc. 

Individuals

The Andrews Family

Mary Ellen & Ken Atchue

Georgia Barnhill

Joseph & Frances Bassett 

Elaine W. Beals

James & Paula Beauregard

Racina Benoit

Joan Bertrand

Mrs. L. H. Bordeaux

Edward F. Boulay

Pamela Brezniak

Thomas & Nancy Buchingham

Suzanne Carlson

Mary C. Casey

Doris Champagne

Linda M. Chung

Henry Ciborowski

Denis Crowley

Mary S. Cushman

Maryanne Burak Damico

Glenn DeMallie

Maureen DesRosiers

Victoria Diamond

John D. Dick

John & Debra Digani

Kristen Dillon

Margaret M. Dix

Mary Dowd

Mary Doyle

Patricia Dunlavey

Jane A. Dupont

Deborah J. Eckstrom

Theresa Eckstrom

Ann Eno



Our Supporters cont.

Ruth W. Evans

Barbara Fargo

Aleta M. Fazzone

David & Judy Finkel

Judith H. Fleming

Allen Fletcher

Mary & Warner Fletcher

Patricia Fletcher

Barbara Fuller

Victoria Gaw

Marcy Generelli

Dawn George

Gregg B. Gibbs

Mary A. Goretti

Mrs. Keith Gordon

The Honorable Martha P. Grace

Maureen R. Gray

JoAnn Griffin

Barbara B. Groves

Barbara Higgins

Louise G. Howard

William J. & Patricia A. Iandoli

Howard Jacobson

Joan & Brian Jamros

John Jeppson

Harry & Jean Johnson

Janet & Arthur Jones

John J. & Eileeen Joyce, Jr.

Thomas & Elinor Keil

Robert & Karen Kett

Nancy Kimball

Barbara C. Kohin

Anne Gadbois & Jacob Kojalo

Mary Jane Konrad

Helen P. Koskinas

Patricia Kupcinskas

Cheryl A. LaFleur

Catherine Landry

Joyce Landry

Frances Larson

Van G. Leichter

Arlene Lian

Agnes Lindsey

Ann T. Lisi & 
Joel P. Greene

Valerie S. Loring

Mariann Manno

James P. Margosian

Michael Matraia

Eleanor T. Mayo

Bruce C. McQuarrie

Douglas & Diane Meystre

Katharine M. & Henry Michie

Gregory & Katharine Mills

Noreen Mina

Diane K. Mirick

Jeanne P. Nader

Sally Nappila

Don & Mickie Nelson

Robert & Irene Nelson

Mary & Joseph Oakley

Mary Palmer

Thoru Pederson

Joan Perry

Marlene & David Persky

Sally D. Petit

Frances Hesselton & Doris F. Power

Robert & Maryanne Powers

Joanne & Todd Protano

Ann J. Prouty
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Our Supporters cont.

Great care has been taken to assure the accuracy 
of our donors lists.  Please accept our sincere 
apologies for any discrepancies and contact 
Anne McCarthy at (508) 755-6455, 
extension 41 with the corrections.    Thank you.

Daisy Ramirez

Maureen T. Rawding

Dr. & Mrs. Willard G. Rice, Sr.

Catherine L. Ryan

Patricia A. Ryan

Anne & Jon Sadick

Edward  Saulnier

Carol Seager

Joseph & Anne Servideo

Paul & Denise Skrocki

Susan Smiley

Cornelius Spencer

Ivan Spear

Morris & Vivian Spierer

Gary & Janet Stein

Heather Stewart

Josephine Stewart

Marcy Supovitz

Heather & Duncan Stewart

Dean Theodore

Michael & Andrea Urban

Maura K. Vantre

Michelle Vauthrin

Donna Giansiracusa & Patrick Walsh

Lila & Gerry Weihs

James Wentzell

Meridith D. Wesby

Gloria Whitehead

Catherine & Myron Zimmerman

Matching Gifts

Abbott Laboratories Fund

John Hancock

Sun Life Financial

In Memory of Ruth Benoit 

SunTrust

In Memory of Courtney E. Butcher

Tricia & Bill Iandoli

In Memory of Sherry Coldren

Lucy M. Candib, MD

In Memory of Dad

Mary T. Dowd

In Memory of Clara DeMallie

Susan Sedgwick

Clara D. Sherwin 

In Memory of Rosemary Ducharme

Sharon M. Hennigan

In Memory of Stella Goyetche

Linda Giovinazzo

In Memory of Barbara K. Leith

Elsa C. Underhill

Bequests

Clara DeMallie Trust



Gifts were made in honor of Lois Green

Georgia Barnhill

Gifts were made in honor of Mary Goretti

Valerie S. Loring

Joel P. Greene & Ann T. Lisi

Patrick R. & June A. Bessette   

Gifts were made in honor of Elsa Hawkins

Brendan C. & Ellen Lynch Kinnane 

Gifts were made in honor of 
Melissa Sonntag’s 10th Birthday

Judith Barton

Gifts In-Kind 

Ameripride Linen and Apparel Services

The Broadway

Elizabeth Callahan

Jessica Cardillo

Elizabeth Casey and On the Rise Baking

Charter Communications

Creedon and Co., Inc.

Deerfield Press

Friendly House Kitchen

Girls Incorporated Board of Directors and Staff

Girls Inc. Tools for Teens

Goretti’s Supermarket

Mary Goretti

Jo Ann Griffin

Elsa Hawkins

Amanda Janetakos

Henry Mboowa

Nancy Palmer

Jeff Pater 

Polar Beverages

Price Chopper

Smith Barney

The Riley Family

Marisol Rosado

Trader Joe’s

University of Massachusetts Medical School – 
Blais Pavilion of the Lazare Research Building

WSRS 96.1

WCCA TV 13 

Worcester Telegram & Gazette

Basketball Sponsors

Blue Jeans Pizza

Christ Tabernacle Church

Forte Enterprise 

Moynihan Insurance Agency, Inc.

Sterling Staffing

Polly Tatum

Our Supporters cont.

Thank you to all those donors who wish to remain anonymous!
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GIRLS INCORPORATED OF WORCESTER

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
JUNE 30, 2007

ASSETS 2007
Current and other assets:

Cash and cash equivalents $ 214,964 
Contributions receivable 389,599 
Prepaid expenses and other assets 39,846 
Land, buildings and equipment 6,275,554 
Accumulated depreciation (3,945,592)
Long term investments 5,100,524 
Beneficial interest in trust 985,373 

Total Assets $ 9,060,268 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $ 134,579 

Total Liabilities 134,579 

Net Assets:
Unrestricted:

Board designated 34,587 
Other unrestricted 7,358,319 
Total unrestricted 7,392,906 

Temporarily restricted 373,938 
Permanently restricted 1,158,845 

Total Net Assets 8,925,689 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 9,060,268 

See notes to financial statements.





ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Lynne Molnar, Interim Executive Director 
Anne Sadick, Acting Director of Fund Development
Anne McCarthy, Director of Communications 
Charlotte Sudyka, Director of Program Operations 
Sherry Melendez, Finance Assistant
Rhonda Sargent, Director of Winthrop House
Brenda Dorrell, Director of Lincoln House
Phyllis Shea, Director of Teen Health & Camp Director
Heather Whitney, Assistant Director of Winthrop House
Yesenia Hernandez, Assistant Director of Lincoln House
Anthony Papagni, Director of Facilities
Elizabeth Roche, Director of YouthNet Computer Clubhouse
Linda George, Administrative Assistant

Honorary
Board Members
Joan H. Bagley
Suzanne O. Carlson
Mary S. Cushman
Betty Jo Dowd
Jane B. Gooch
Honorary President
Louise G. Howard
Janet S. Jones
Ruth M. Knight
Helen P. Koskinas
Valerie S. Loring
Mary McShea
Stella Mingolla
Frances L. O’Connell
Suzanne Patton
Ann J. Prouty
Carol A. Schmidt
Mary Jane (Jid) Sprague 
Sarah H. Williams

Board of Directors 
2006-2007
Joan L. Bertrand
Secretary
Judith Fleming
Barbara Fuller
Treasurer
Mary Goretti
Maureen Gray           
John Joyce
Mariann Manno
Lisa Martin
Michael Matraia
Vice President
Karen Migdelany
Daisy Rivera
Catherine Ryan
Second Vice President
Luisa Sonntag
Marcy Supovitz
Dean Theodore
President
Lila Weihs



The Board of Directors of Girls Incorporated of Worcester

would like to thank the staff for their hard work

and dedication in support of our mission - 

Inspiring all girls to be strong, smart and boldSM
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